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sex, we will use here the current disability module of LifePaths with longitudinal data from Canada's
National Population Health Survey (NPHS). These new health status transitions are considering other
significant explicative variables like marital status, education etc. We will then present projections of
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previous researches have shown the importance of future disability level for the management of an elderly
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produce an interesting comparative analysis, useful especially for implementing new policies for the well-
being of the Canadian elderly. http://socserv.socsci.mcmaster.ca/sedap/p/sedap227.pdf
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Abstract:

Objectives: The study has two primary goals. First, to test the hypothesis that higher levels of income
inequality are related to lower levels of population health with updated data from around year 2000.
Second, to examine the inequality-health relationship across the life course with particular focus on old age
when income distributions often shift dramatically.

Design: Correlation techniques were used to assess the relationship between income inequality (Gini ratio)
at ages 0+, 25+, 65+, 75+, and 85+ and life expectancy at corresponding ages (0, 25, 65, 75, 85) by sex,
before and after adjusting for average population income. Analyses were conducted on two sets of data: 18
wealthy countries and 28 wealthy and non-wealthy countries.

Data sources: International cross-sectional data on income and life expectancy from about year 2000 were
derived from the Luxembourg Income Study and the United Nations Demographic Yearbook respectively.
Results:

Among wealthy countries the negative effect of income inequality on life expectancy at birth becomes
insignificant after controlling for average absolute income: the correlation coefficient changes from -0.603 to
-0.207 for men and -0.605 to 0.024 for women. A similar pattern is observed at age 25. By contrast, the
effect becomes increasingly positive and significant across old age, notably for males, regardless of
adjustments for average population income or countries of observation.

Conclusions: These updated results do not support the inequality-health hypothesis. The relationship
between income inequality and life expectancy at earlier ages in wealthy countries can be explained by the
confounding effect of average absolute income. In old age the data are entirely contrary to the hypothesis.
More research is needed to understand the mechanisms that facilitate the increasing positive effect of
income inequality on life expectancy in late life.
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